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TCWN-PIANNTNG REPORT - JAFPA apd TEL=AVIV
By Professor PATRICK GEDDES (1925)
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INTRODUCTTION:

With all respect to the ethnic distinctiveness and the
civic individuality of Tel=Aviv, ag Township, its geographic,
social and even fundamental econogic situation is determined by
its position as Northern Jaffa; hence Mr. Tolkovsky's admirable
history - "The Gateway to Palestine"- iz basal, and introductory.
The old town, the modern Township, must increasingly work and
grow togethér. The rise of additional townships, as yesterday
Sarona, ( and before long perhaps one or more others) .mekes it
additionally clear that all concerned have already to recognise,
and increasingly to work for, "Greater Jaffa". Though the
local industries and de~2lopments are not without distinctiveness,
their fundamental conditions are essentially one, and the due
prosperity of each is closely interwoven with the well~being of all.
Conversely algo; thé more efficient and well developed can be
Greater caffe, the better for all its component guarters and
townships, and for their related districts also,

CYAF. T I. (a) JAPFA PORT

Mech here has to be dene. The 01d Port with its (1) Exterior
lack of shipping shelter end (still worse) (2) its totally In-
requiremwents, manifestly claims attention from the first., Along
with this oarises the question of Railway communications, (now being
reconsitiered by Railway Authoritios on the full Palestinian scale).
Witliout. questioning the 2ecent Covernment, decisions, to concentrats
immediote, ( tnd reeessarily limited) resources upon the fuller
developm:nt of the Port of Haife, ( which I have had special oppor-
tunity of aporeciatine in coursce ot amy Town-Planning Report for it
in 1920), it remnins evidenc that not only history but geomyuphy,
and witi theaso ths contempcrary and advancing economic and social
conditions of Palestine, all go to prove that the days of Jaffa
Port are by no m~ans ended. In fact the superlative over-congestion
with resulting wasto and inofficiency- beyond parallel ( so far
a5 the writex's experience and euquiries go) in the whole w’de world
today, mus! :o0t be irtcrproted in tnue mooc of despair which they
too readily produce. But on the contrary, as substantial evidence
of indespensable servicos to their varied and rapidly growing
communities, and to their extensive, and incraasingly productive,
ragion,

When we look over the map of tho Mediterranean, the atlas
of its various countries, amnd these alike in antiquity and in the
present, we sne at whet moderate distances along the coast their
seaports have ariscn and prospered, The age of steam, with its
‘deerpaning of the draugrt of sea-going vessels, undoubtedly con-
centraves preot commerce mpon the comparatively few centres of
great naturel advantag:e, and these aro usually developed, at great
cost. and with hign ensincering skill. Yet here, despite the dep-
lorable (and as wet inevitable) fact that for twenty or more days
per annum, lage f'1ips cannot lozd or unload, and mus%t thus go on
to HaZfr - (and Shis ell the more a3 goon ag its port improvement
can Ue nccomplishel)- this does nos affuct tho fact that for at
least oleven-twelfchs of the year, their business does get accom-
plished: rai this wirh 2w ecencmy - d:opite all present drawbacks)
whiclk me;y?ains Lo proscnt‘muriaime anl commercial relations, and
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